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LANGUAGE COMPETENCE AS A TOOL FOR ACCESS TO GLOBAL KNOWLEDGE 

 

In today’s interconnected world, understanding multiple languages is an invaluable asset. This 

paper examines language competence, especially English proficiency, as a crucial factor in accessing 

global knowledge. Linguistic skills enable not only the understanding and use of information across 

languages but also foster intercultural communication and cooperation. With globalization, 

multilingual knowledge is vital for education, professional growth, and personal development, as over 

55% of the internet’s content is in English, making it the predominant language online [3].  

 As one of the world’s most widely spoken languages, English holds a significant role in 

various fields by providing direct access to global knowledge and opportunities. For instance, English 

is the language of approximately 98% of scientific publications, meaning proficiency is essential for 

researchers wishing to engage with the latest discoveries and technological advancements [1]. A 

report from the British Council in 2022 indicates that 75% of international business communications 

occur in English, establishing it as the leading language in corporate and trade sectors worldwide. 

 English is also predominant in academia, serving as the primary language of instruction at 

many leading universities, including Oxford, Cambridge, and Harvard. Approximately 1.7 billion 

people worldwide are currently learning English, according to Education First [2], highlighting the 

demand for English proficiency as a pathway to quality education and professional success. The 

global nature of English extends to online education platforms, where thousands of courses are 

provided primarily in English, making advanced training accessible to learners internationally. 

English facilitates cultural exchange and access to international arts, literature, film, and 

music. Many prominent works, from Shakespeare to contemporary cinema, are available in English, 

fostering greater cultural understanding. Since English is the most common language on the internet, 

its dominance enables English speakers to engage in global conversations, explore diverse 

perspectives, and access information, learning resources, and professional networks that would 

otherwise be unavailable. 

In conclusion, language competence, particularly in English, serves as a vital tool for 

unlocking global knowledge across various domains. Proficiency in English provides individuals with 

opportunities for effective communication, advanced education, and career advancement, as the 

majority of scientific, technological, and cultural resources are accessible in English. This 

competence enables scientists, professionals, and students to stay informed about recent 

developments, participate in international collaborations, and contribute to global communities. 

Furthermore, language skills foster intercultural exchange, enhancing tolerance and 

understanding across cultures. Investing in the development of language proficiency is crucial for 

successful adaptation in today’s globalized world. English, as a global lingua franca, opens boundless 

possibilities, bridging cultural and professional divides while ensuring access to knowledge, 

innovation, and opportunities on an international scale. 
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