YUHOM YKpaiHa 3MOe 30eperTd CBOi IMO3HWINI Ha CBITOBOMY PHMHKY Ta 3a0€3MEUYUTH CTAOIHHUI
PO3BHUTOK CBOTO arpapHOro CEKTOPY.
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One of the key and complex tasks is to overcome the loss of agricultural products, in which
road transport plays an important role as the main link of the agro-industrial complex. From the
analysis of data on collection and utilisation of fruits and vegetables it became clear that more than
15-20% of production does not reach the consumer. Efficient use of transport means in fruit and
vegetable transportation leaves much to be desired, as up to half of the time vehicles spend in
queues at loading and unloading points, which negatively affects the safety of products. The annual
damage from losses of agricultural products is about 10%. Transport costs included in the cost of
production of agricultural products make from 30 to 40% and more. Reduction of these costs will
allow to allocate additional funds for the development of agro-industrial complex.

The existing methods of planning and organisation of processes of production, harvesting,
transportation and marketing of fruits and vegetables do not provide a complete solution to the
problem of losses, as this requires a new methodological approach and, consequently, the
development of new techniques.

It is known that even with optimal organisation of production processes, compliance with all
prescribed norms and regimes, the shelf life of fruit and vegetable products remains relatively low.
This requires special attention to the organisation of transport operations related to these processes.

The solution of this problem becomes especially urgent and complicated in the light of a
significant increase in the scale of agricultural production in the country. The volume of agricultural
cargo transportation by road transport has more than doubled in recent years.

Efficient use of the growing material and technical base of the agro-industrial complex,
including its motor transport, is becoming an important task of national economic importance.

In order to achieve high results in agriculture, it is necessary to systematically study the
processes of ‘production - harvesting - transportation - marketing (sale, processing, storage) of fruit
and vegetables’ using modern scientific approaches. This includes the analysis and justification of
optimal options for the development of production infrastructure in agriculture, as well as the
development and implementation of standards for reducing losses of agricultural products at all
stages of the supply chain.

Many scientific teams and individual researchers both in our country and abroad have been
engaged in studying various aspects of this problem. However, it is necessary to conduct
comprehensive studies aimed at combining theoretical and practical methods of organising the work
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of motor transport servicing the fruit and vegetable growing sector in agriculture. The existing
studies, except for some, do not pay sufficient attention to the system analysis of the organisation of
production, procurement, transportation and marketing of fruit and vegetables. In these works (with
rare exceptions) the issues of organisation of fruit and vegetable transportation are considered in the
context of separate transport tasks.

In the conditions of modern scale of production and transportation of fruit and vegetables,
the organisation of road transport in agriculture has become a complex and interrelated process,
which is closely related to the processes of production, harvesting and marketing of agricultural
products.

In order to effectively fulfil the tasks of providing the population with fruit and vegetable
products, it is necessary to conduct a systematic analysis of all accumulated scientific knowledge
and advanced practical experience, as well as to develop scientifically sound recommendations for
practice, which will be of a comprehensive nature. The development of such recommendations
should be based on an understanding of the objective regularities of the functioning and
development of agriculture and its key components, including road transport.

The analysis of domestic and foreign literature shows that the interrelation of the fruit and
vegetable delivery process with their production, harvesting and marketing, as well as the influence
of socio-economic factors on the quality of agricultural products and the final results of agricultural
activities is still insufficiently studied. This underlines the importance of an integrated approach to
the organisation of road transport work in fruit and vegetable transportation, its theoretical
significance and practical importance for the national economy.
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3 2021 poky, micis 6araTb0X pOKiB Y€KaHHs, YKpaiHa craja CBIIKOM iCTOpHYHOI momii -
CKaCyBaHHS MOpaTOpil0 Ha mpojax 3emui. Llell Kpok BiAKpUB HUIAX 10 (OpMyBaHHS PHUHKY
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